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As a result of an agreement between the military and human rights lawyers, Chilean President
Ricardo Lagos has received information on the fate of some victims of the military dictatorship and
turned it over to the Supreme Court. But human rights groups and relatives of the victims have
questioned whether the information is just another move to avoid responsibility.
In June 2000, a forum (Mesa de Dialogo sobre Derechos Humanos), which had been established in
August 1998 and which included military officers and human rights lawyers, agreed on procedures
to help determine the fate of more than 1,000 victims of the military regime of Gen. Augusto
Pinochet (1973- 1990). The military agreed to encourage active-duty and retired military to turn over
information regarding what happened to the detained-disappeared (see NotiSur, 2000-06-30) within
a six-month period. The anonymity of those who provided information was guaranteed.
The agreement was supposed to help Chileans finally put the abuses committed during the Pinochet
regime behind them. The official 1991 Rettig Report said that 3,190 people were killed for political
reasons during Pinochet's dictatorship and 1,197 others were disappeared.
Lagos received the information on Jan. 5. In an address to the nation Jan. 7, Lagos said that many
of the disappeared had been killed and their bodies thrown from airplanes into the sea, lakes, and
rivers, or dropped over the Andes. The following day, Lagos said the new information covered 200
cases. Of those, 151 had been dumped into the ocean, another 29 buried throughout Chile, and 20
are believed to be in a mass grave in greater Santiago. However, names of the victims were only
provided in 180 cases and in just 45 cases was there information on the location of the body.
The report, prepared in part by the armed forces, is the first time the military has acknowledged that
dissidents were killed by Pinochet's security forces after the 1973 coup against President Salvador
Allende (1970-1973). But the report provided little information about how or why the murders were
carried out or which military officers were involved.
"The information gathered speaks of deaths, clandestine graves, bodies thrown into the sea, the
lakes, or the rivers of Chile," Lagos said. The president praised the military for admitting the
killings. The military shares "the pain that those acts provoked," he said. "Today's men in uniform
have had to respond for the actions of yesterday's men in uniform." The admission by the military
has even shaken some staunch Pinochet supporters who have maintained through the years that the
charges against the military were false.
Retired Gen. Luis Cortes, director of the Fundacion Pinochet and an unswerving ally of the
general, said the revelations made him "very bitter as a soldier, because I don't know how many
subordinates I told that we had nothing to do with the charges. How many people believed me. My
own sons, who are in the military. It is very painful."
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Families of victims not satisfied
The scantiness of the report, the discrepancies in it, and the impossibility of confirming much of the
information has heightened tensions rather than promote healing. The families of many of those
who vanished following the coup expressed shock and outrage following Lagos' speech.
Human rights lawyer Pamela Pereira, who sat on the 1999 panel and just learned that her father had
been thrown into the ocean, said the police are still withholding details about missing people. "Look
me in the eyes, and tell me that there is no more information," she said in a challenge to the head of
the police.
Nelson Donato, a member of the Agrupacion de Familiares de Detenidos Desaparecidos (AFDD),
said the military's report said his father had been thrown into the ocean, but Judge Guzman's
investigation had found that Donato's father was cremated in Santiago. "Two deaths for one
person," said Donato. "Whom do I believe?"
Viviana Diaz, head of the AFDD, whose father was arrested in May 1976 and killed six months later,
said being told that her father was thrown into the Pacific is not enough. "All I've wanted, all these
years, was to find the remains of my father and be able to bury them," Diaz said. "Now, I am told
that I will never be able to do so. I need to know exactly what happened, how were his final hours,
who made the decision to kill him, how was he taken to the sea and exactly where?" Despite her
frustration, Diaz saw positive aspects in the disclosures. "What is really important is that the army
has, for the first time, admitted that it killed 200 Chileans just because they thought differently," said
Diaz. Many relatives are skeptical of the claim that scores were killed and dumped into the sea.
Lawyer Carmen Hertz said she did not believe her husband, journalist Carlos Berger, was thrown
into the sea. She said her family's investigation determined that Berger and colleagues were buried
in a mass grave in northern Chile. "This looks like an intelligence operation by the army to divert
ongoing investigations by the courts," Hertz said. "It is a fraud that shows a lack of respect for the
families [of the disappeared] and society at large."
Partido Comunista (PCCh) president Gladys Marin, whose husband Jorge Munoz was among those
killed, said the information was "a mockery, impossible to believe." Several relatives accused the
military of providing minimal information in an effort to end the legal actions against Pinochet.
Moreover, by admitting that the victims were murdered, and therefore no longer "missing," the
crimes may be covered by the amnesty laws.
Chilean courts have upheld prosecutions in cases where a victim's body was never found by treating
the disappearance as a kidnapping and thus an ongoing crime. The military may be trying to claim
that reporting how and where someone disappeared is tantamount to finding the body.
On Jan. 8, the administration bristled at the implication by Navy commander Adm. Jorge Arancibia
that the search for information regarding the detained and disappeared was subject to conditions
by the military, possibly related to the case against Pinochet. Arancibia said that the information
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turned over was "all there was going to be" unless "the conditions of the country changed." "The
agreements of the Mesa de Dialogo were not conditioned upon anything," said Interior Minister
Jose Miguel Insulza. Nevertheless, Arancibia's comments added to the conviction among the
families of the victims that the military has much more information than it has turned over.
Special judges will now investigate "The quality of the information will be evaluated in a more
precise and definitive manner by the courts of justice," said government spokesman Claudio Huepe.
The government has asked Chileans to be patient and let the courts do their work. What is most
important, said Insulza, is the "recognition of the detention, kidnapping, execution, and clandestine
disposal of the bodies."
On Jan. 9, Corte Suprema president Hernan Alvarez called the full court into session, during which
they appointed two special judges to investigate the information on forced disappearances. The
following day, human rights lawyers filed a motion with the San Miguel Appeals Court calling for
the court to question former Army pilot Antonio Palomo Contreras regarding Juan Segundo Cortes,
whose body was allegedly thrown into the sea. A retired colonel claimed that Contreras confessed to
having thrown bodies of prisoners into the sea in the years following the coup.
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